
What are you doing with your life? 

ICHE Young Adult Conference                 
November 10, 2007,  9:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

Fellowship Church of Carol Stream, 130 
Shawnee Drive, Carol Stream, Illinois 60188 

God's plans for you don't start sometime 
down the road. They're in play right now! 
Home schooled young adults 18 and over 
(and their parents, too) are invited for a day of 
encouraging messages and fellowship. John 
Stonestreet of Summit Ministries will share a 
message entitled "What Are You Going to Do 
with the Rest of your Life?" He will also 
cover other encouraging topics relevant to 
what you're facing right now! Don't miss this 
chance to refocus and recharge yourself to be 
a force for God right where you are. In addi-
tion to interesting sessions, there will be 

And all of thy children shall be taught of the Lord, and great shall be the peace of thy children Isaiah 54:13 
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Special Needs Group Meeting 
plan how we would like to handle 
our meetings for the remainder of 
the year. We will be meeting at 
Panera Bread in Oswego or York-
ville, depending on membership 

interest. Please e-mail Diana 
Butler by Monday, November 
5th if you are interested in be-
coming a part of this group.  

diana@appraisalservices.com  

TCHE news 

November  2007 

TCHE news 

Contact Information 

 

Fran & Sheri Klaas            
Leadership                             
(630) 553-0317 

 

Pete & Sue Brandau           
Leadership                             
(630) 553-3966 

 

Tim & Laura Carlson         
Leadership                             
(815) 498-4915 

 

Mike & peg wright               
Leadership                             
(630) 551-4647 

 

Tony & Sharlavan Robin-
son Leadership                             
(630) 553-1815 

 

Pat & Diana Butler             
Leadership                             
(630) 844-1259 

This newsletter is edited 
by Patti Hermes. Please 
send all articles and pho-
tos to me at momswork-
ing01@yahoo.com by No-
vember 25th. 

We are holding our first special 
needs group meeting on Thursday, 
November 8th at 7:00 p.m. The 
purpose of this group is to offer 
support and share ideas and re-
sources with parents of chil-
dren with a wide variety of 
special needs. The purpose 
of our first meeting is to 
meet, get acquainted/re-
acquainted with each other 
and to talk about what is 
going on with our kids this 
year including our successes 
and challenges. We will also 

break times throughout the day with opportu-
nities for wonderful fellowship. The event 
will conclude with a lasagna dinner, games, 
volleyball, and time to chat with family and 
friends. You can check ICHE's blog for pic-
tures from last year's conference as well as 
other YA events. www.iche.org 

Doors will open for registration at 8:30 a.m. 
The cost is just $28.00/family. Please bring a 
sack lunch. Coffee cake and cookies will be 
provided during breaks throughout the day. 
The lasagna dinner starts at 5:00 p.m. and 
will cost $5.00/person. The rest of the eve-
ning is for fellowship, games, and volleyball! 
This will be a day that will encourage and 
support you in your walk with the Lord "for 
such a time as this". 

Don't miss it! Registration information is 
online www.iche.org. Save  the date now. 



October was the second time Booktalk met at 
the Oswego Public Library.  Several families 
met with the head of children services to dis-
cuss books that the kids read.  The theme for 
October was fall and for November it will be 

Thanksgiving...or anything that the kids have 
read and want to share with the group. 

Cody Jones was present to take pictures of the 
group and to complete a photography assign-
ment for his class.    

Booktalk is a good way for the kids to share 
their favorite reads.  Dugan says, "Read a book 
and tell about it with a report or just with a 
picture.  It is interesting and fun." 

The November meeting will also include a tour 
of the Library so the kids will be able to locate 
their favorite book.  Booktalk meets the second 
Wednesday of the month at 11:30.  (That will 
be on the 14th of November.)  Hope to see you 
there with a good book! 

Chili Cook-
off (and 
that means they have to make 
the chili themselves, no help 
from the wives!). Sign up for the 
Chili Cook-off, salad or dessert 
by calling Sharlavan at 630-553-
1815. 

 Date nights are harder to come 
by as your holiday schedule fills 
up with endless shopping, cook-
ing and errands. So grab your 
spouse and join us at the home 
of Tony and Sharlavan Robinson 
on November 16th. Entertain-
ment to be provided by a Men’s 

Field Trip to TLN 

Booktalk at Oswego Library   by Abby Jones 

Couples Night 

They hope all will forgive 
their judgment call on this 
one. They also stated that 
they really enjoyed our 
group. Great job,  Tracey  
Joyner! 

Our next support group meeting 
is November 1st, 7:00 PM at 
Parkview Christian Academy.  
Our speaker will once again be 
Dr. Nathan Thompson.  This 
month, Dr. Thompson’s topic 
will be Nutrition and Brain 
Functioning.    

November Meeting Host-
ess/Snack Volunteers: 

Cindy Swenson and Karen 
Lockhart 

Please be at the meeting by 6:15 
and Thank You for volunteer-
ing. 

 Our Field trip to TLN was 
very well attended and en-
joyed by all. TLN represen-
tatives did call and apolo-
gize for the choice of movies 
handed out to the chil-
dren. Although "Three" is a 
Christian movie, it is not a 
"family friendly” movie. 
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November 
Meeting 



On March 7, 2008, TCHE will 
hold its first History Fair. Sign-
ups will be early for this fair, so 
start planning your family’s pro-
jects now, before the holidays 
swallow up your calendar. There 
are many ways that your child 
can participate, even if history is 
not at the top of their list as a fun 
subject.   

 We want to help 
you by giving you 
some more exam-
ples of just a few 
topics to consider 
for your pro-
ject. Who says 
history is limited?  
You can combine 
science and his-

tory together and do a presenta-
tion on any of the following topics, 
for example:  a History of Impor-
tant Scientific Experiments, 
World’s Greatest Inventions, or 
how about some little-known or 
unusual inventions. A history of 
local agriculture, or the science 
behind the study and/or verifica-
tion of historic documents. All can 
be connected to science too. 

Other topics may include the fol-
lowing:  Education, Industry, La-
bor Movement, Women’s Suffrage,  
Slavery, Civil Rights Movement, 

Military History, and any 
number of wars, both 
modern and in ancient 
times. European History, Middle 
Eastern History or even Austra-
lian History could spark some in-
teresting studies in geography, as 
well.  

You can combine History and Art 
all at the same time by reporting 
on how textiles were made 
through the ages, or different fa-
mous artists and their work.  A 
history of literature, together with 
printmaking, book publishing or 
photography also draws on both 
art and history.   

The bible is a treasure trove of 
historical information and inspi-
ration. You may, for example, pre-
sent the history of King Nebu-
chadnezzar and construct a 
golden image with explanations.  
The construction of Noah's ark is 
amazing.  Your child can learn 

awesome bible truths 
and participate in the 
history fair all at the 
same time. 

During the holidays, 
maybe your children will 
be interested in studying 
a history of holiday cele-
brations, decorations, 

cooking or toymaking.  

Students may work on an 
individual or group project and 
can present their research find-
ings in a variety of formats, in-
cluding the following: 

Exhibits, Models, Diagrams  
Multi-Media presentations (audio, 
video, computer, etc.)               
Dramatic performances  

As always, all ages are encour-
aged to participate. You can make 
these projects as complex or as 
simple as you want. You are only 
limited by your own imagination.  
Be creative, 
but most of 
all, have fun, 
because his-
tory can be 
fun.    

also mentioned reduced rates 
for needy families. Please 
give him a call, 815.585.2303 
or email him at jeffekbladles-
sons@yahoo.com if you are 
interested. Ami Wise, 
630.552.7864 

Jeff Ekblad, a Christian 
man from my church is of-
fering guitar lessons in his 
home in Plano. His wife was 
home schooled, so I think he 
understands our tempo. His 
rate is $20 per 1/2 hour. He 

History Fair Update 

Guitar Lessons offered 
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Nov Field Trip 
For our November Field Trip, 
Tracey Joyner is working out 
the details for a trip to Discov-
ery Club at the Rush Copley 
Healthplex, 1900 Ogden Ave-
nue  (Rt. 34), Aurora, IL 
http://www.rushcopley.com/pd
f/discoveryclub.pdf 

Details such as date, time and 
fee should be available at our 
November support group meet-
ing on the 1st. 



Today on the radio I heard 
these words, "God is Good, God 
is Good Everyday." It started me 
thinking... do I think God is 
good EVERYDAY?  Then I re-
membered my last newsletter 
item I wrote, about my 
homeschool whoa's and short-
comings.  Seems as if most 
things have turned for the better 
here.  Just like nursing a new 
baby, everyone says, "give it six 
weeks, it will all get better." 
Each year I wish I could remind 
myself, "give it six weeks, it will 
all get better!" The other thing 

that would be nice to remind 
myself is... God is Good.  God is 
Good Everyday.   

So here is the Klaas family 
homeschool update: Things are 
Good. Things are falling into 
place. All of my children now 
actually get up and get their 
school work started and the little 
ones are done with all they can 
do alone by 9:30ish. Every Mon-
day, Wednesday, and Friday for 
the past three months I have 
gone to see Dr. Nathan Thomp-
son. I see him at 8:30AM., 

which means that I leave at 8:15 
and get home at 9:00. My big 
girls get everyone else breakfast 
and clean up and they all start 
school. Although it may sound 
like I am bragging, I am not. I 
firmly believe that God is honor-
ing the time and effort Fran and I 
have spent training the chil-
dren. I also believe that God is 
honoring my taking care of my-
self. Going to see Dr. Nate is a 
huge commitment of time and 
energy. Several of our members, 
including myself, are also taking 

for December 7th, so don’t forget 
to mark your calendars. And if 
you haven’t volunteered to help 
out yet, I’m sure Sharlavan would 
love to hear from you! 

While you’re out rush-
ing around this season, 
call a friend and ask 
what you can pick up for 

The holidays are upon us, or they 
will be soon. To illustrate how 
quickly the last two months fly by, 
we won’t be having a support 
group meeting  or a field trip in 
December. We have scheduled our 
Family Christmas Special Evening 

their family. The extra few 
minutes you spend helping an-
other will pay huge dividends, 
maybe even a hug! 

Peace,    

PattiPattiPattiPatti    

From the Chair ... 

From the editor ... 

am. I consider all of these things 
a blessing in my life. I urge each 
of you to remember that if any of 
the above areas are a struggle in 
your life, stay the course, there 
are good days and there are 
bad. But most 
important is 
remember 
...God 
is Good. God 
is Good Every-
day. 

  

Job 42:2  Lord, I know you can 
do all things no plan on earth 
can be thwarted.  

 

Proverbs 16:9 In his heart a man 
plans his course, but the Lord 
determines his steps.   

 Blessings, 

SheriSheriSheriSheri    

his Maximized Living: 40 days 
of living. On top of homeschool-
ing and jobs, these families are 
trying to live in a more healthy 
way.  Learning about optimal 
health and eating God's 
way. Some of the topics are nu-
trition, exercise, spiritual living, 
stress and time manage-
ment. These are some fundamen-
tal foundations that I can teach 
my children so that perhaps they 
will be even healthier, stronger, 
and more in love with God than I 
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